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Senate 
The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, July 17, 2017, at 3 p.m. 

House of Representatives 
FRIDAY, JULY 14, 2017 

The House met at 9 a.m. and was 
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. SIMPSON). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
July 14, 2017. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable MICHAEL K. 
SIMPSON to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

We give You thanks, O God, for giv-
ing us another day. 

We commend to You the Members of 
Congress, the President, his Cabinet, 
and all who struggle to lead Your peo-
ple. May they acknowledge Your sov-
ereignty over all events and times. 

Renew America in confident faith 
and deepen our commitment to seek 
peace—help us to work together when 
confronting those whom we find it dif-
ficult to trust, but with whom we must 
try to forge a common future of secu-
rity and prosperity. 

In all, inspire the Members of this 
people’s House with Your spirit, that 
all might seek to find first areas of 
agreement where possible, and open-
ness to honest exchange where it is 
not. 

May all that is done within the peo-
ple’s House be for Your greater honor 
and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. BOST led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to five requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

COMBATING HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

(Mr. BOST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to advocate for the victims of human 
trafficking and for the law enforce-
ment and organizations who are on the 
front lines combating this growing 
problem. Human trafficking is a grow-
ing problem in Illinois where we rank 
ninth in the Nation in reported traf-
ficking cases. 

Cases are on the rise nationwide. As 
a father of three and grandfather of 11, 
I am angry. We must wipe out this evil 
before it does any more harm. 

I am proud that Republicans and 
Democrats came together to pass three 
antitrafficking bills this week. 

Our work is far from over, but these 
bills are vitally important to help pro-
tect American families. 

f 

RECOGNIZING RICHARD DEWITT 
SMITH 

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise this morning to recognize Richard 
DeWitt Smith, a native of my home 
State of North Carolina and a graduate 
of our alma mater, North Carolina Cen-
tral University. 

Tomorrow night, Richard will be 
honored by the NCCU Alumni Associa-
tion with the prestigious Alumni 
Founder’s Lifetime Achievement 
Award. 

Richard is most deserving of this 
great honor. Since graduating in 1981, 
Richard has been a dedicated alumnus 
to the university, always exemplifying 
our motto of Truth and Service. 
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